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Do I Need a Signed
ADVANCE BENEFICIARY 

NOTICE (ABN)?

An ABN is mandatory when a covered service under Medicare (Chiropractic Manipulative Treatment [CMT] for 
chiropractors) may not be covered today. This is usually because the visit will not meet medical necessity guidelines 

and the adjustment may be considered maintenance. Medicare patients must agree to pay for maintenance care if they 
want it. Medicare does not require an ABN form or advance notice for statutorily excluded services. 

NOTE: For Qualified Medicare Beneficiaries (QMB) use the appropriate version of the ABN form.

DETERMINE: Is patient currently in an 
active episode of care?

Does the patient want the maintenance 
visit and does he/she understand the 

need to pay out-of-pocket?

After a brief check by the doctor, will 
today’s visit be considered maintenance?

Is the service 
a spinal CMT?

Do you wish to provide a voluntary 
advance notice?

OUTCOME: 
That’s ok! It’s 
not required.

OUTCOME: This visit is 
likely active treatment 

(AT) billable to Medicare. 
ABN is not necessary for 

active treatment.

OUTCOME: Have ABN 
signed with Option 3 

chosen. Include witness 
signature. Do not 

provide CMT. 

It’s best practice to inform the patients that they
are financially responsible for excluded services.

 Any signed notice/agreement is sufficient. 
We suggest you refrain from using Medicare’s

official ABN form. 

OUTCOME: Have the patient sign your 
voluntary advance notice document. 
Provide a copy and keep one on file
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Is the patient a Qualified Medicare 
Beneficiary (QMB)?

YES

NO

OUTCOME: Ensure QMB version of ABN is on file, 
with Option 1 chosen, and treat the patient, OR get 

new ABN signed today for maintenance care. 

OUTCOME: Ensure an ABN is on file, with Option 
1 or 2 chosen, treat the patient, OR get new ABN 

signed today for maintenance care. 

NOTE: A signed ABN is good 
so long as there has been 

no change in Medicare 
coverage guidelines 

for the service or until 
another episode of active 

treatment begins.


